Radical surgery for pancreatic malignancy in the elderly.
Improving life expectancy is associated with increasing incidence of pancreatic cancer. We reviewed morbidity and mortality in patients aged 65 years and older undergoing curative intent surgery in two centers in the Czech Republic. Data were retrieved by retrospective analysis of the medical records over the period 2000-2007. In total, 60 patients were included. The mean age was 71 years (median 70 years; range 65-85 years). Most patients (43, 72%) underwent hemipancreatoduodenectomy, combined in 4 with portomesenterial vessel resection. Twelve patients (20%) had distal pancreatectomy and 5 patients (8%) total pancreatectomy. Overall morbidity was 28%. Only 10 patients (18%) developed serious surgical complications in terms of pancreatic leak (5, 8%), biliary leak (2, 3%), and intra-abdominal inflammatory collection (4, 7%). Four patients (6.6%) died within 30 days. The 1-year survival was 62.8%. We can conclude that age per se is not a contraindication to surgery. Patient's overall general condition, co-existing co-morbidities, and ability to get over with any potential complications are more important. and IAP.